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CITY OF SCOTTSDALE 

McDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Thursday, October 6, 2011 

 
Granite Reef Senior Center, Room 8 

1700 N. Granite Reef Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85257 

 
SUMMARIZED MINUTES 

 
 

PRESENT: Chairman Howard Myers 
  Vice-Chairman Jim Heitel 
  Melinda Gulick, Commissioner (arrived at 5:13 p.m.) 
  Deke Joralmon, Commissioner (telephonic) 
  Fred Klein, Commissioner  
  Marg Nelssen, Commissioner (arrived at 5:17 p.m.) 
  Susan Wheeler, Commissioner 
  Linda Whitehead, Commissioner 
 
ABSENT:  Carla, Commissioner   
  BJ Heggli, Commissioner 
  Rand Hubbell, Commissioner 
 
STAFF:  Kroy Ekblaw 
  Claire Miller 
  Scott Hamilton 
  William Murphy 
  Robbin Schweitzer 
 
OTHERS:  Mike Nolan 
  Chris Brown 
  Con Engelhorn 
  Branden Gallen 
  David Hay 
  John McEnroe 
  Robin Rogers 

   Phil Weddle 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Myers called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.  
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Members present as noted above.   
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
There were no members of the public who wished to speak.  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Approval of the Regular meeting minutes of September 1, 2011. 
 
Commissioner Whitehead made note of typographical errors in the September 1, 2011 
minutes and mentioned that the approved corrections made to the August 11, 2011 
meeting were not incorporated into the final minutes posted on the City website.  
 
COMMISSIONER WHITEHEAD MOVED TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 1, 2011 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AS AMENDED.  SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 
KLEIN, THE MOTION CARRIED WITH A VOTE OF SIX (6) TO ZERO (0).  
COMMISSIONERS GULICK AND NELSSEN WERE NOT YET PRESENT.   
COMMISSIONERS CARLA, HEGGLI, AND HUBBELL WERE ABSENT. 
 
5. MCDOWELL SONORAN CONSERVANCY UPDATE  
 
Mr. Nolan gave an update on MSC activities scheduled during the month of October, 
which is McDowell Sonoran Month and the first month of Seasons of Discovery.  The 
activities mentioned included the Pathfinders, the patrol schedule, public hikes, work 
projects, trailside naturalists, the Sunset Series, the flora and fauna inventory, Steward 
orientation, the Sonoran Desert photo contest, public lectures, the Mayor and Council 
Breakfast, and Channel 11 programming.  The Chet Andrews Amphitheatre dedication is 
tentatively scheduled for October 29th.  
 
Commissioners were given an opportunity to ask questions.  
 
6. BROWN'S RANCH—30% DESIGN  
 
Mr. Hamilton noted that the design was at 30%, which prompts the Development Review 
Board/Planning Commission/City Council design review.  He reviewed the project 
schedule, planned amenities, and concerns expressed during public meetings.  
Construction is expected to being in late spring of 2012 with the anticipated opening in 
spring of 2013.   
 
Mr. Weddle updated the Commission on the progress of the design.  He reviewed site 
plan, features and colors, the floor plan, materials, elevations, and renderings.  
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Commissioners asked questions regarding elevation, access, waste management, and 
storage. 
  
7. REVIEW UPDATED DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS TO CITY COUNCIL FOR 
 COMPLETING THE PRESERVE  
 
Chairman Myers recalled that the recommendations to City Council for completing the 
Preserve were approved by the Commission with amendments during the September 
meeting.  He noted that in addition to the agreed upon amendments, Commissioners 
Klein and Whitehead submitted additional recommendations.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the amendments. 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN HEITEL MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO CITY COUNCIL THE 
APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS AS PRESENTED, ALLOWING 
CHAIRMAN MYERS TO REFINE THEM WHEN NECESSARY.  SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER WHEELER, THE MOTION CARRIED WITH A VOTE OF EIGHT (8) 
TO ZERO (0).   COMMISSIONERS CARLA, HEGGLI, AND HUBBELL WERE 
ABSENT. 
 
8. REVIEW DRAFT MSPC QUARTERLY REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL  
 
The Commission reviewed, discussed, and made amendments to the information 
included in the Quarterly Report.  
 
COMMISSIONER GULICK MOVED TO ACCEPT THE DRAFT MSPC QUARTERLY 
REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL AS AMENDED.  SECONDED BY VICE-CHAIRMAN 
HEITEL, THE MOTION CARRIED WITH A VOTE OF EIGHT (8) TO ZERO (0).   
COMMISSIONERS CARLA, HEGGLI, AND HUBBELL WERE ABSENT. 
 
9. APPOINT COMMISSIONER KLEIN TO REPRESENT NORTH AREA PLANNING 
 COMMITTEE  
 
Mr. Murphy explained the purpose of the North Area Planning Committee and the 
reasons for staff's recommendation of Commissioner Klein as the MSPC representative 
on that committee.  
 
COMMISSIONER GULICK MOVED TO APPOINT COMMISSIONER KLEIN AS THE 
MCDOWELL SONORAN PRESERVE COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVE ON THE 
NORTH AREA COMMITTEE.  SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WHEELER, THE 
MOTION CARRIED WITH A VOTE OF EIGHT (8) TO ZERO (0).   COMMISSIONERS 
CARLA, HEGGLI, AND HUBBELL WERE ABSENT. 
 
10. STAFF REPORTS  
 

 10/13 Mayor/Council Breakfast Update 
 
Mr. Murphy extended a formal invitation to the Commissioners to attend the Mayor and 
Council Breakfast on October 13th beginning at 7:30 a.m.  The program will include 
comments and recognitions by Chairman Myers.  He reviewed the changes approved 
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through the action of City Council on September 13th, which when implemented on 
October 13th will reduce the MSPC from 11 to 7 members, eliminate the two 
subcommittees, and more closely track absences. He welcomed Commissioner Nelssen 
and presented a token of appreciation to the outgoing Commissioners.  
 

 Land Acquisition Update 1011 &2012  
 
Mr. Ekblaw gave an update on the two auctions, which are scheduled December 7, 2011 
for priority two and December 14, 2011 for priority three.  He will follow up on the 
$36 million grant award following the successful auctions.   
 

 Council Ordinance Direction Update 
 
Mr. Ekblaw noted that on September 20th Council authorized staff to proceed with up to 
three applications for 6400 acres for next year and the following years as necessary.  
 

 North Area Update 
o Tom's Thumb 
o Planning Efforts 
o APS 

 
Mr. Hamilton updated the Commission on the construction progress at Tom's Thumb 
and the overall efforts in the north area including the APS corridor.  
 

 Financial Update 
 

Mr. Ekblaw distributed the financial update document.   
 

 Desert Discovery Center Phase III Feasibility Committee 
 
Mr. Ekblaw updated the Commission on activities of the Desert Discovery Center 
Phase III Committee, noting that he distributed all minutes and information pertaining to 
the MSPC opinions on Phase II to the Committee.  The Committee is expected to begin 
putting together recommendations in December.    
 
11. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Wheeler, Mr. Murphy noted that the 
historical video on the Preserve is being archived through the Library; any further efforts 
will be dependent upon the budget for the upcoming year.  Discussion ensued regarding 
the costs that would be associated with writing a book.  
 
12. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NOVEMBER 2011  
 

 North Area Transportation Plan/128th Street 

 McDowell Sonoran Conservancy Agreement Update  
 

Commissioners expressed an interest in coordinating a joint meeting with the MSC and 
in agendizing a discussion regarding MSPC regular meeting locations.   
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13. ADJOURNMENT  
 
With no further business to discuss, being duly moved and seconded, the meeting 
adjourned at 6:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
A/V Tronics, Inc. DBA AVTranz 


